
WEEDS  FACT  SHEET

Why is it a problem?
Asparagus Fern is easily spread by 
birds dropping seeds in native bushland 
throughout Foster and the surrounding 
area. Once established it is capable of 
taking over native vegetation, reducing 
biodiversity values and destroying 
important fauna habitat. Because it 
is listed as a WONS, landowners have 
a legal responsibility to control and 
reduce its spread.

How do you remove it? 
Manually cut and bag fronds with 
berries. Locate the centre of the plant 
and with a knife dig out or ‘crown’ the 
woody part of the plant (just beneath 
the fronds). Leave the water tubers 
in place as these do not reproduce. 
Contact Great Lakes Council for advice 
on chemical control.

Environmental Program
Great Lakes Council and the HCCREMS 
team are working to remove Asparagus 
Fern from bushland at Burgess Beach, 
One Mile Beach and Karloo Reserve. 
From 2011 to 2013 the program will 
support the local volunteer bushcare 
groups and their efforts in controlling 
Asparagus Fern and other noxious and 
environmental weeds.

To join a Bushcare Group or get involved on your property please contact 
Isabelle Strachan on 6591 7301 or Andrew Staniland on 6591 7238

Resource links: Asparagus Fern Removal Pittwater ECOWARRIORS 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=105jsIIbk4I

Ground Asparagus Fern (Asparagus aethiopicus)
Recently listed as a Weed of National Significance (WONS)

What does it look like? Asparagus Fern is a sprawling ground perennial with spikey leaves which 
look more like stems arranged singularly or in clusters. The small white to pink bell-shaped flowers 
can give off a pungent smell. Green berries begin to form in autumn turning bright red in late winter. 
The widespread and thick root system is made up of small white water tubers forming a thick mat 
preventing anything else from growing. 

Plant Stage Month Control Method

Flowering February - 
March

Dig and bag woody corm with a 
sharp knife. Leave water tubers in 
place.

Seeding March - May Carefully remove/ bag and dispose 
seeds in red topped bin prior to 
hand removal.

Best time for 
removal

March - May Herbicide application using 
registered herbicide for Asparagus 
Fern – suitable for thick dense and 
widespread infestations.

Juvenile/
Seedling

All year Hand removal.
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