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1 CURRENT PROGRAM FOCUS  

Biodiversity  

1. Facilitating input to by member councils to the NSW Government’s biodiversity legislation 
reform process 

2. Building the capacity of Council staff to access and utilise the significant level of information and 
data generated through the now completed Biodiversity Investment Prospectus (BIP) Project.  

3. Engaging partners and resources to strategically target the delivery of on ground restoration 
and rehabilitation activities in areas of regional conservation priority 

Grey Headed Flying Fox 

1. Actively collaborating with member Councils, NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 
and other stakeholder organisations to facilitate a more regional strategic approach to 
managing flying fox issues  

2. Assisting Councils understand the complex issues and management implications / options 
arising from Flying Fox camps located in urban areas 

3. Providing support to the successful University of Melbourne Australian Research Council 
Linkage Project that will develop and pilot a framework that integrates the best available 
ecological and social information to support decision making around Flying Fox management 

4. Pursuing regional funding to support more consistent and accurate community engagement 

about flying foxes across the region. 

Contaminated Land Capacity Building Program 

1. Delivering detailed briefings to all participating Councils focusing on:  

 Legislative responsibilities for councils in respect to  contaminated land, particularly the 
management and provision of contaminated land information 

 The focus of the regional Contaminated Land Policy template (see following notes) and its 
role in supporting Councils meet their legislative requirements for identifying and managing  
land contamination, and managing and providing contaminated land information to the 
public.  

2. Developing a regional Information Management framework / tool to assist Councils manage 
contaminated land information in accordance with legislative and policy requirements.   

Heatwave Resilience  

1. Disseminating the suite of `Beat the Heat’ communications materials developed through the 
project to a range of project partners and stakeholders including Councils, Health Authorities, 
Australian Red Cross and Community Service Organisations. 

2. Development of a Regional Heatwave Planning template to provide support and resources to 

Councils and other stakeholder organisations aiming to actively improve the level of heatwave 

preparedness and resilience in their organisations and communities.     
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Waste Management  

1. Engaging individual Councils to review scenario and modelling outputs to inform future regional 
waste generation and management scenarios. 

2. Commencing planning and implementation of projects included in the Hunter Region Litter 
Implementation Plan 2016-21 

3. Planning delivery of a regional illegal dumping education campaign which complements the 
Hunter  / Central Coast RID Squad key communications messages and incorporates participation 
in the Charitable Recyclers Working Group  

4. Collaborating with Councils and NSW EPA to develop a Waste Management Guideline template 
to support improved management of natural disaster generated waste 

5. Developing a targeted Regional Capacity Building program to be delivered during 2016/17 

6. Implementing the Love Food on Campus grant funded  project in partnership with the 
University of Newcastle 

Professional Development Series 

Identifying, prioritising and scheduling training courses and capacity building events of interest to 
member councils for delivery during the 2016/17 financial year. 

Fee For Service Initiatives 

Raising awareness within member councils and other appropriate organisations of the capacity of 
Environment Division staff to deliver projects and support on a fee for service basis. 
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2 PRIORITY REGIONAL ISSUES  

2.1 Draft Legislation – NSW Biodiversity Reforms   

On 3rd May 2016 the NSW Government released the Biodiversity Legislation Reforms Information 
Package which includes a draft Biodiversity Conservation Bill and draft Local Land Services 
Amendment Bill 2016.  The two Bills are designed to replace the Native Vegetation Act, Threatened 
Species Conservation Act, the Nature Conservation Trust Act and parts of the National Parks & 
Wildlife Act. The legislation package is on public exhibition until Tuesday 28 June 2016. Information 
on the reforms can be found at https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/ 

Rachel Walmsley, NSW Policy and Law Reform Director with the Environmental Defenders Office 
describes the proposed law and policy as “a serious retrograde step, as it involves removing many of 
NSW’s long-held environmental protections. Our key areas of concern include greatly increased land 
clearing under self-assessable codes, no requirement to maintain or improve biodiversity, water 
quality, soil and salinity, an increased reliance on flexible (and indirect) offsets, wide discretion of 
consent authorities to apply the results of the Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM), reduced public 
transparency, and unclear responsibility for who will actually do any compliance and enforcement”. 

The potential impacts of these reforms were discussed at the 12th May 2016 Hunter Councils General 
Managers Advisory Committee (GMAC) meeting, where the Environment Division was requested to 
work with Councils to prepare a regional submission to the reforms. 

GMAC has requested that the draft submission be completed by 14 June 2016, for review and 
comment prior to its lodgment on 28 June 2016. 

To facilitate this work within the short time frame available the following process will occur:  

 

Task Timeframe 

Councils advise the Environment Division which staff will participate 
in the regional submission process 

16 May – 20 May 2016 

Identify key issues to be addressed by the regional submission 23 May – 27 May 2016 

Regional workshop session  30 May – 3 June 2016 

Draft submission provided to council representatives and Directors 
for review 

8  - 10 June 2016 

Draft submission provided to General Managers for consideration / 
comment / endorsement 

14 June – 23 June 2016 

Final amendments incorporated and submission lodged 24 June – 28 June 2016 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Bradley Nolan |Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4024|                                                              
E envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au  

https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au
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2.2 Grey Headed Flying Fox 

In light of recent and ongoing issues being faced by Councils, including  suggestions for a regional 
policy position by Councils, the Environment Division provided a presentation to the 12th May 2016 
General Managers Advisory Committee (GMAC). This presentation covered:  

1. An introduction to the complex and overlapping legislative, social and environmental factors 
surrounding management of roosting camps  

2. Clarification that there are no simple solutions to what is a very complex problem, and that 
fundamentally there are only two ways to legally manage conflict between humans and 
bats:  

 Preserve or restore habitat in areas of no (or low) conflict (long-term solution) 

 Support residents to reduce impact of camps (short term solutions) 

3. An overview of two Flying Fox related grant proposals to which the Environment Division 
and HCCREMS member Councils are partners (refer section 4 of this report for more detail)   

4. Recommendations that Councils:   

 Ensure that any regional policy position support the approach and funding applications 
being pursued by the Division and HCCREMS member Councils 

 Consider including strategies in 2017-2027 Community Strategic Plans to support 
activities that protect and create flying fox habitat and support affected residents in 
managing/reducing flying fox conflicts.  

The General Managers of Cessnock and Singleton Councils requested that the Division provide the 
presentation to their elected Councillors. Other Councils interested in having the presentation 
delivered to their staff or Councillors should contact the Environment Division.  

In addition, GMAC requested that the Environment Division participate in the Regional Flying Fox 
Management Strategy Working Group being convened by the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage (OEH). This group will oversee development of a Hunter Central Coast Regional Flying Fox 
Management Strategy. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Bradley Nolan |Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4024|                                                              
E envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au 

 

  

mailto:envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au
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3 GENERAL  

HCCREMS Website  

A new website for the HCCREMS Program was launched in April 2016. The updated site provides a 
streamlined structure for easy navigation and a simplified resource library so that visitors can more 
readily find the information and resources they are searching for.  The website also provides an 
online portal for council staff to access information, and register for capacity building courses 
managed through the Environment Division. 

The website can be viewed at www.hccrems.com.au  

Grant Applications 

Grant applications / funding proposals submitted by the Environment Division in recent months and 
their status include: 

 

Funding Organisation Project Funding 
Amount 

Status 

Hunter Regional 
Landcare Network 

Community Education – Field day for the 
protection of EECs and Threatened Species 

$2,000 Successful 

Hunter Regional 
Landcare Network 

Pilot project – engaging landholders to 
protect biodiversity on private land 

$10,000 Successful 

NSW Department of 
Lands 

Protection and remediation of a population 
of Hunter Valley Weeping Myall Woodland 

$6,500 Pending 

NSW Environmental 
Trust 

Community Education – Managing conflict 
with flying fox populations 

$100,000 Pending 

Hunter Local Land 
Services 

Leverage of HRLN Pilot project – engaging 
landholders to protect biodiversity on private 
land 

$10,000 - 
$20,000 

Pending 

Environment 
Protection Authority 

Hunter Regional Litter Plan $99,730 Pending 

 

  

http://www.hccrems.com.au/


 

6 
 

4 BIODIVERSITY PROGRAM 

Introduction  

The Regional Biodiversity Program has always been a key focus of the HCCREMS initiative. Its focus 
continues to include:  

 Identifying and mapping regional biodiversity values and threatening processes  

 Identifying regional conservation priorities 

 Providing technical input to local and regional planning and management strategies 

 Building the capacity of Councils to access and apply  technical data and mapping, and to 
apply legislative compliance and market based instruments to improve local and regional 
conservation outcomes  

 Delivering on ground restoration and rehabilitation works across the region to protect and 
restore biodiversity values 

 

Current Focus 

1. Facilitating input to by member councils to the NSW Government’s biodiversity legislation 
reform process 

2. Building the capacity of Council staff to access and utilise the significant level of information and 
data generated through the now completed Biodiversity Investment Prospectus (BIP) Project.  

3. Engaging partners and resources to strategically target the delivery of on ground restoration 
and rehabilitation activities in areas of regional conservation priority 

Activity during reporting period 

4.1 Biodiversity Conservation Datasets 

In 2015 the Environment Division released a significant amount of GIS based biodiversity datasets 
generated through the now completed Biodiversity Investment Prospectus (BIP) project. This 
provided councils with access to an extensive repository of spatial information that previously did 
not exist, and which are of considerable value to land use and biodiversity assessment and planning 
processes.  Technical workshops recently delivered or scheduled for delivery to raise the capacity of 
Council staff to access and correctly interpret these datasets are provided in the following table.  
Invitations have been extended to all member Councils to participate in these sessions or to have a 
specific workshop scheduled in their area.  

 

Date Location Participating Councils 

5th May 2016 Gosford 
Gosford City Council 

Wyong Shire Council 

9th May 2016 Forster 
Great Lakes Council 

Greater Taree City Council 
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Date Location Participating Councils 

23rd May 2016 Raymond Terrace 
Port Stephens Council 

City Of Newcastle 

26th May 2016 Maitland 

Maitland City Council 

Cessnock City Council 

Dungog Shire Council 

Gloucester Shire Council 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Ellen Saxon |GIS Project Officer |P (02) 4978 4025 | E ellens@huntercouncils.com.au 

4.2 Stage 1 – Nine Valleys Wildlife Trail Initiative  

$10,000 has recently been committed by the Hunter Region Landcare Network  to support delivery 
by the Environment Division of Stage 1 of the 9 Valley Wildife Trail initiative. This seeks to improve 
the extent and connectivity of native vegetation and fauna habitat unique to the Central and Upper 
Hunter regions, including the establishment of key stepping stones (through native regeneration, 
weed control, restoration planting and fencing for habitat protection).  
 
To commence in June 2016, Stage 1 will involve consolidating and extending landholder involvement 
in on ground conservation works in one of three target areas (either Jerry’s Plains, Martindale or 
Sandy Hollow). Key activities will include: 

 Identifying, engaging and raising community awareness 

 Assessing and identifying property and landscape scale conservation priorities 

 Providing training support and resources to support landholder conservation activities.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Eva Twarkowski |Senior Ecologist |P (02) 4978 4029 | evat@huntercouncils.com.au                                                                 

4.3 EEC’s in Roadsides – Community Information Day 

The Hunter Region Landcare Network  has recently provided resources to support delivery of a 
community information day to encourage landowner and resident engagement in the EEC’s on 
Roadsides project.  Being delivered across the Port Stephens, Maitland and Dungog Council areas, 
this project is delivering rehabilitation and restoration works at 15 roadside reserves containing 
remnant Lower Hunter Spotted Gum Ironbark Forest Community and Hunter Lowland Woodland. 
The information day is scheduled for 18th June 2016.   
 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Eva Twarkowski |Senior Ecologist |P (02) 4978 4029 | evat@huntercouncils.com.au                                                                 

 

  

mailto:ellens@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:evat@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:evat@huntercouncils.com.au
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5 GREY HEADED FLYING FOX 

Introduction  

Many Councils in the region have had some experience with Flying Fox roosting camps located in 
residential areas or adjacent to community facilities. As a consequence they have had to deal with:  

 Being at the front line of strong community reactions, fears and concerns  

 General public misunderstanding of issues associated with the grey-headed flying fox  

 Confusion with regard to who has responsibility for managing the issue  

 Challenges in preparing, resourcing and effectively implementing Camp Management Plans 
and/or deterrence strategies  

 Lack of data and analysis of known/observed behaviours or information around appropriate 
short, medium and long term management strategies. 

 

Current Focus 

1. Actively collaborating with member Councils, NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) 
and other stakeholder organisations to facilitate a more regional strategic approach to 
managing flying fox issues  

2. Assisting Councils understand the complex issues and management implications / options 
arising from Flying Fox camps located in urban areas 

3. Providing support to the successful University of Melbourne Australian Research Council 
Linkage Project that will develop and pilot a framework that integrates the best available 
ecological and social information to support decision making around Flying Fox management 

4. Pursuing regional funding to support more consistent and accurate community engagement 
about flying foxes across the region.  

5.1 Regional Flying Fox Network 

The Environment Division has recently accepted an invitation from the NSW Office of Environment 
and Heritage (OEH) to participate in a Regional Flying Fox Management Strategy Working Group that 
will also include Local Councils and other key public land managers and stakeholders.  

The Working Group will oversee development of a Hunter Central Coast Regional Flying Fox 
Management Strategy (RFFMS) which will aim to protect flying foxes, conserve and create their 
habitat and foster community coexistence by managing impacts and increasing understanding and 
knowledge within the broader community. It is intended that the RFFMS will outline a suite of 
comprehensive and complementary goals, outcomes, actions and tools to assist camp land 
managers across four interrelated themes: 

1. Camp Status and Camp Management 

2. Habitat Restoration and Creation 

3. Education and Capacity Building: Land Managers 

4. Education and Engagement: Community 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Bradley Nolan |Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4024|                                                              
E envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au  

mailto:envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au
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5.2 Australian Research Council Linkage Grant  

The Environment Division has recently been advised that an ARC research linkage grant proposal 
submitted by the University of Melbourne, to which the majority of HCCREMS member councils are 
partners, has been successful. This project will develop and implement a framework that integrates 
the best available ecological and social information to support decision making for highly mobile and 
controversial species, focusing on Australian flying foxes (Pteropus spp.) as a case study. This will 
involve: 

1. Quantifying the cost-effectiveness of management techniques currently used (and proposed 
for use) to mitigate human-flying fox conflicts in urban and peri-urban areas 

2. Creating biophysical and correlative models to understand how climate change will impact on 
the range of flying-fox species’ and the fruit and floral resources upon which they depend 

3. Developing an understanding of the mechanisms underpinning human-flying fox conflict 
across the distribution of the species 

4. Measuring the social acceptability of management alternatives and variables that explain this 
for different sections of the community (e.g. local residents vs the general public) 

5. Predicting the population-level implications of management alternatives using spatially-
explicit population models. 

Specific outputs from this work will include:  

1. Maps of priorities for habitat restoration and protection, based on predicted future 
distributions of flying-fox roosts, fruit and floral resources under climate change scenarios 

2. A published framework for minimising recurring human-flying fox conflict at multiple 
decision scales. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Bradley Nolan |Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4024|                                                              
E envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au 

5.3 Environmental Trust Education Grant – Flying Fox Community Engagement  

An Expression of Interest was submitted during April to the NSW Environmental Trust’s 
Environmental Education grants program for a project to assist the region’s Councils more 
strategically and consistently engage local communities around flying fox issues.  Project activities 
would include:    

1. Development of a Flying Fox Resource kit containing information in various formats (eg 
media releases, information flyers, web content) to assist Councils consistently  and 
efficiently disseminate  factual information to communities affected by roosting camps 

2. Piloting an inspection/survey program at controversial roost sites to inform and engage 
residents in identifying both long and short term management solutions 

3. Updating existing baseline information including roosting and foraging habitat mapping and 
Species Distribution Models and providing these to Councils to inform long-term 
management and habitat restoration strategies.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Eva Twarkowski |Senior Ecologist |P (02) 4978 4029 | evat@huntercouncils.com.au  

  

mailto:envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:evat@huntercouncils.com.au
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6 REGIONAL CONTAMINATED LAND CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM 

Introduction  

This one year program funded through the NSW EPA and NSW Environmental Trust aims to build the 
capacity of councils to manage non regulated contaminated sites. The Hunter program is one of four 
being delivered in rural and regional areas across NSW. Councils directly involved in the Hunter 
program (based on eligibility established by the EPA) include:  

 Cessnock 

 Dungog 

 Gloucester 

 Great Lakes 

 Lake Macquarie 

 Maitland 

 Muswellbrook 

 Port Stephens 

 Singleton 

 Upper Hunter 

 
Information on program activities and outputs are also regularly provided to Gosford, Wyong, 
Greater Taree and Newcastle Councils.  
 

Current Focus  

1. Delivering detailed briefings to all participating Councils focusing on:  

 Legislative responsibilities for councils in respect to  contaminated land, particularly the 
management and provision of contaminated land information 

 The focus of the regional Contaminated Land Policy template (see following notes) and its 
role in supporting Councils meet their legislative requirements for identifying and managing  
land contamination, and managing and providing contaminated land information to the 
public.  

2. Developing a regional Information Management framework / tool to assist Councils manage 
contaminated land information in accordance with legislative and policy requirements.   

Activity during reporting period 

6.1 Regional Template Conditions of Consent  

A collaborative workshop was delivered in March at which Council officers collaboratively drafted a 
set of regional template conditions of consent for ongoing reference and use when assessing 
development applications involving land contamination. These address various aspects of the 
process including contaminated land assessment, investigation and reporting standards, remediation 
and monitoring. A technical review of workshop outputs has been completed, and the draft 
conditions distributed to Councils for review prior to their finalisation.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

  

mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au
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6.2 Regional Contaminated Land Policy Template 

A draft regional Contaminated Land Policy and Procedures template was distributed to all 
participating Councils during April for consideration and review. The regional template is designed to 
directly assist councils meet their legislative obligations for identifying and managing contaminated 
land matters. At present only four of the ten participating councils in the program have such a policy.  
The template will facilitate a more consistent approach to contaminated land management by 
councils across the region. The template policy focuses on: 

 Identification, evaluation and management of contaminated land through the land use 
planning process 

 Recording, managing and disclosing contaminated land information 

 Reporting sites considered to pose a Significant Risk of Harm 

 Preventing or minimising the potential for new sources of contamination. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

6.3 Legal Advice – Contaminated Land Management 

Legal advice, prepared by Local Government Legal, addressing various aspects of Contaminated Land 
Management has recently been distributed to Councils. The advice addresses the following areas of 
concern identified by Councils:  

 When, what and where to include contaminated land information on s149 certificates? 

 Obligations and liabilities associated with disclosing / not disclosing contaminated land 
information  

 Whether Councils can require a covenant to be applied to the title of land under the 
provisions of the Conveyancing Act 1919 (e.g. to indicate that contaminated fill has been 
contained onsite) 

 Whether Councils can impose conditions that enable them to charge / levy fees for ongoing 
monitoring of approved land uses 

The outcomes of this legal advice have been incorporated directly into the Regional Contaminated 
Land Policy template currently under review by Councils.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

  

mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au
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7 REGIONAL HEATWAVE RESILIENCE PROJECT 

Introduction  

Funded through the NSW Government’s Community Resilience Innovation Program, the Regional 
Heatwave Resilience Project seeks to: 

1. Build communities that are safe from, prepared for, and resilient to heatwaves 
2. Raise organisational awareness, commitment and capacity to improve  heatwave resilience 
3. Raise community awareness via collaborative and consistent communication messages 

across the region.  

The project is due to be completed by 31 May 2016 
 

Current Focus  

1. Disseminating the suite of `Beat the Heat’ communications materials developed through the 
project to a range of project partners and stakeholders including Councils, Health Authorities, 
Australian Red Cross and Community Service Organisations. 

2. Development of a Regional Heatwave Planning template to provide support and resources to 
Councils and other stakeholder organisations aiming to actively improve the level of heatwave 
preparedness and resilience in their organisations and communities.     

Activity during reporting period 

7.1 Regional Natural Disaster Planning Forum  

The NSW Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) template now identifies heatwaves as a 
potential hazard to be considered when developing LEMP’s.  As such a regional natural disaster 
planning forum was delivered on 24 February 2016 involving council, state government agency and 
emergency management authorities and stakeholders 

Delivered in conjunction with the Regional Waste Program, the workshop collaboratively identified 
potential strategies and actions for managing both the local risks arising from heatwaves and issues 
associated with waste management caused by any natural disaster (e.g. flood, fire, heatwave, etc.). 

A template `Consequence Management Guide’ for Heatwaves is now under development. Councils 
will be able to draw on this resource as they progressively consider and rate the potential 
emergency hazard posed by heatwaves on their local communities and infrastructure over time. 
Strategies identified by participants were focused around:   

 Consistent and effective communication processes to raise community awareness of health 
risks and encourage preparedness  

 Identifying the location of local communities and assets most at risk  

 Managing impacts / disruptions to key local services, facilities and infrastructure arising from 
potential loss of electricity and water supply  

 Providing locations where the community can seek relief from extreme heat conditions (i.e. 
Community Cool Spots)  

 

MORE INFORMATION:  

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au
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7.2 Communication Resources 

A wide range of community awareness and engagement materials have been produced under the 
project that will support future delivery of consistent and coordinated heatwave preparedness 
messages across the region.  These resources can be utilised by organisations including Local Health 
Districts, Primary Health Care providers, Councils, Community Service Organisations, and community 
volunteer groups / networks to promote heatwave preparedness to `at risk’ target communities with 
whom they have strong links.  Resources have been tailored to different audiences considered most 
`at risk’ to the impacts of heatwaves.  

The resources available for each target audience / issue and the location on the HCCREMS website 
where they can be freely downloaded is provided in the following table.  Printing of a selection of 
poster and flyer resources is also underway for dissemination to project partners and stakeholders 
across the region.  

 

Target Audience / 
Issue 

Website location Resources Available 

General Community 
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-
of-community-heatwave-
communications-resources-kit/  

 Beat the Heat Poster 

 Beat the Heat Information 
Flyer 

 Webpage content 

 Social Media content 

 Newsletter Articles 

 Scripts for Community 
Service Announcements 

 E-mail alerts 

 Text Alerts 

The Elderly and those 
with a Disability 

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-
of-community-heatwave-
communications-resource-kit-copy/  

Families with young 
children 

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/th
e-elderly-and-people-with-a-disability-
heatwave-communications-resource-kit-
copy-copy/  

Rural and isolated 
communities 

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/im
pacts-on-medications-heatwave-
communications-resource-kit-copy/  

Medication Impacts 
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/fa
milies-with-young-children-heatwave-
communications-resource-kit-copy/  

 Poster 

 Information Flyer 

 Webpage content 

 Social Media content 

 Newsletter Articles 

 Scripts for Community 
Service Announcements 

 E-mail alerts 

 Text Alerts 

Avoiding Dehydration 
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/uri
ne-colour-chart-are-you-drinking-
enough/  

Are you Drinking Enough? 
(Urine Colour Chart Poster) 

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resources-kit/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resources-kit/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resources-kit/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/all-of-community-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/the-elderly-and-people-with-a-disability-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/the-elderly-and-people-with-a-disability-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/the-elderly-and-people-with-a-disability-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/the-elderly-and-people-with-a-disability-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/impacts-on-medications-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/impacts-on-medications-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/impacts-on-medications-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/families-with-young-children-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/families-with-young-children-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/families-with-young-children-heatwave-communications-resource-kit-copy/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/urine-colour-chart-are-you-drinking-enough/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/urine-colour-chart-are-you-drinking-enough/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/urine-colour-chart-are-you-drinking-enough/
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Target Audience / 
Issue 

Website location Resources Available 

Promotion of public 
facilities as community 
`Cool Spots’ 

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/co
mmunity-cool-spots-poster/  

Community Cool Spots Poster 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

 

  

http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/community-cool-spots-poster/
http://www.hccrems.com.au/product/community-cool-spots-poster/
mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au
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8 REGIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Introduction  

The Environment Division is contracted by the NSW EPA to work directly with the Councils of the 
Hunter Waste Region to develop and implement a Regional Waste Avoidance and Resource 
Recovery Strategy.  The Strategy was adopted in 2014 and since that time the Regional Waste 
Coordinator and project staff have focused on the delivery of a wide range of initiatives included in 
the Strategy.  Councils in the Hunter Waste Region include: 
 

 Cessnock 

 Dungog 

 Lake Macquarie  

 Maitland 

 Muswellbrook 

 Newcastle 

 Port Stephens 

 Singleton 

 Upper Hunter 

Gosford and Wyong Councils are currently not included in any waste region and are individually 
addressing waste management issues.  Gloucester, Greater Taree and Great Lakes are members of 
the MidWaste Waste Region for which a separate waste strategy has been developed.  While these 
Councils are not formally part of the Hunter Strategy, efforts are made to keep them informed of 
program activities to leverage any possible advantages for all HCCREMS member councils. 

 

Current Focus  

1. Engaging individual Councils to review scenario and modelling outputs to inform future regional 
waste generation and management scenarios. 

2. Commencing planning and implementation of projects included in the Hunter Region Litter 
Implementation Plan 2016-21 

3. Planning delivery of a regional illegal dumping education campaign which complements the 
Hunter  / Central Coast RID Squad key communications messages and incorporates participation 
in the Charitable Recyclers Working Group  

4. Collaborating with Councils and NSW EPA to develop a Waste Management Guideline template 
to support improved management of natural disaster generated waste 

5. Developing a targeted Regional Capacity Building program to be delivered during 2016/17 

6. Implementing the Love Food on Campus grant funded  project in partnership with the 
University of Newcastle 

Activity during reporting period 

8.1 Waste Less Recycle More (II)  

Funding to the region through the Waste Less Recycle More Initiative finishes in July 2017.  The NSW 
EPA is currently considering the future of state-wide waste funding.  As a result, all waste regions in 
NSW have been invited to provide feedback on the current funding program to inform the design of 
the next iteration of the initiative. 
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The Waste Team have engaged with the Regional Waste Strategy Network and the EPA and will 
continue to advocate for ongoing (if not increased) funding to be provided to Councils to continue to 
develop / implement / improve waste management systems and services. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Michael Neville |Regional Waste Program  Manager |P (02) 4978 4034|                                                              
E michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.2 NSW Container Deposit Scheme 

A Discussion Paper on the proposed NSW Container Deposit Scheme was released by the NSW EPA 
in January 2016.  The Regional Waste Coordinator worked closely with all Councils to assist with 
individual submissions and to develop a regional submission (as requested by GMAC at their 4th 
February 2016 meeting). This regional submission was forwarded to the NSW State Government on 
26 February 2016. 

Since that time the NSW Government have announced the planned introduction of a 10 cent refund 
container deposit scheme (CDS) which puts a financial value on the return of empty beverage 
containers. It is planned that the scheme will commence on 1 July 2017. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Michael Neville |Regional Waste Program  Manager |P (02) 4978 4034|                                                              
E michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.3 Regional Waste Modelling 

The Environment Division, with the assistance of Jacobs Consulting, is currently undertaking 
modelling of waste trends in an attempt to determine how planned waste management changes are 
likely to affect waste generation and management into the future.  The intent of the work is to 
model potential impacts of additional system changes and to identify how planned changes will 
continue to move the region towards meeting the State waste diversion targets. Initial outcomes of 
the modelling work were presented at the March 2016 Waste Strategy Group meeting. 

Each Council will soon be invited to participate in an individual workshop to review the base data 
and review the various scenario model outputs.  The waste team will then consider the scenario 
outputs on a regional scale to identify where any future pressures or opportunities may exist to work 
either regionally or sub regionally to manage waste avoidance and recovery systems and services. 
 

MORE INFORMATION:  

Michael Neville |Regional Waste Program  Manager |P (02) 4978 4034|                                                              
E michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.4 Regional Litter Implementation Plan Funding 

A Hunter Region Litter Plan (RLP) and Hunter Region Litter Implementation Plan (L-RIP) have been 
drafted and were submitted to the NSW EPA on 29 April 2016. The Plans were developed in close 
consultation with the nine member councils of the Hunter Waste Region using seed funding supplied 
by the EPA. A total of $99,730 is now being sought from the EPA to assist with the implementation of 
these plans during 2016/17. 
 

 

mailto:michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au
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MORE INFORMATION:  

Leanne Sanderson | Regional Litter Project Officer |P (02) 4978 4042 |                          
E leannes@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.5 Regional Natural Disaster Planning Forum  

A regional natural disaster planning forum was delivered on 24 February 2016.  The workshop 
brought together council, state government agency and emergency management authorities and 
stakeholders to collaboratively identify issues and hazards associated with natural disaster 
generated waste across the Hunter and Central Coast region, and explored potential management 
responses for addressing these.  

Participants in the workshop outlined their overarching requirements for enhanced waste 
management in emergency situations or natural disaster events. The group agreed that specific 
reference to a Waste Guideline which clearly identifies local government responses and actions be 
included in the Local Emergency Management Plan (LEMP) and Consequence Management Guide 
(CMG) templates. Waste is a consequence of all 22 risks identified in the LEMPs. 

The Division will continue to collaborate with Councils during 2016 to develop a Waste Management 
Guideline template.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Michael Neville |Regional Waste Program  Manager |P (02) 4978 4034|                                                              
E michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.6 Regional Illegal Dumping Education Campaign 

Planning is currently under way for a regional illegal dumping project. Environment Division staff 
have met individually with 6 of the councils to discuss their priorities and ideas for a regional 
campaign.  

The Hunter RID Squad Committee and Coordinator are being consulted to ensure the project 
complements existing RID Squad messaging around enforcement and regulation, while also targeting 
environmental and social outcomes. Roll-out of the project is expected during the 2016/17 financial 
year.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Juliana Cain |Regional Waste Education Coordinator |P (02) 4978 4028|                                                              
E julianac@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.7 Love Food Hate Waste – Love Food on Campus Project 

The Environment Division has been successful in securing $60,516 of Waste Less Recycle More 
(Round 3) grant funding under the Love Food Hate Waste Program. The grant was awarded to 
implement a food waste avoidance program in partnership with the University of Newcastle.  

The project will work with students living on campus to better understand the barriers and benefits 
of food waste avoidance among young consumers. Project activities will include focus groups, 
cooking demonstrations and support networks. At the conclusion of the project a series of resources 
will be produced to target 18-24 year olds and provide information on food waste avoidance.  

mailto:leannes@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:michaeln@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:julianac@huntercouncils.com.au
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A part-time project officer has been appointed to implement the project, which was officially 
launched with a film night at the University on 18th May 2016. 

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Emma Grezl | Regional Waste Project Officer |P (02) 4978 4022|E emmag@huntercouncils.com.au 

8.8 Local Government Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Conference 

The Regional Waste Education Coordinator was selected to deliver a presentation at the 20th annual 
Local Government Waste Conference in May. The presentation focused on the ongoing activities and 
successful outcomes of the Charitable Recycling Illegal Dumping Project and its Toolkit – selected as 
a ‘best practice’ resource by the NSW EPA.  

 
MORE INFORMATION:  

Juliana Cain |Regional Waste Education Coordinator |P (02) 4978 4028|                                                              
E julianac@huntercouncils.com.au 

  

mailto:emmag@huntercouncils.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKE-HMI8tfo
mailto:julianac@huntercouncils.com.au
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9 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES 

Introduction 

The Environment Division has, since February 2015 been delivering niche professional training (i.e. 
the HCCREMS Professional Development Series) to member Councils and other partner 
organisations.  This seeks to continue the important training and capacity building services that the 
Division has provided to member Councils over many years, but which has previously been provided 
either free (or heavily subsidised) through the grant funded initiatives of the HCCREMS program.   

Key benefits to member Councils arising from implementation include:  

1. Direct access to professional, high quality training courses delivered by recognised industry 
experts / leaders that are otherwise not available in the region 

2. Availability of professional training at a cost that is less than or at least comparable to 
attending the course outside of the region. Courses are typically offered at a price that is less 
than (or worst case the same price) as would be incurred if undertaking the same course in 
Sydney. Savings are even more significant when travel and accommodation time and 
expenses are also taken into account. 

3. The modest income generated contributes to the broader activities and services provided by 
the HCCREMS program to member councils. 

 

Current Focus  

Identifying, prioritising and scheduling training courses and capacity building events of interest to 
member councils for delivery during the 2016/17 financial year.  

Courses delivered during the reporting period 

1. Social Impact Assessment  

2. Court Procedures & Giving Evidence 

3. ENGAGEMENT LAB - How to devise irresistible community engagement programs 

4. Building in Bushfire Prone Areas 

5. Plain English Writing 

6. Environmental Impact Assessment 

7. Writing Quality Conditions of Consent Contaminated Land) 

8. Swimming Pool Inspections, Compliance and Safety Awareness 

9. From Conflict to Collaboration – Successful Planning for Sea Level Rise Collaboration 

10. Investigative Interviewing & Statement Taking 
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Scheduled Courses  

NB. Limited courses are scheduled during July – August because of historically low uptake during 
these months 

Course Scheduled Delivery Date 

Landfill Management Training (Cessnock) 30  & 31 May 2016 

Landfill Management Training (Singleton) 1 & 2 June 2016 

Writing Clear Science 8 & 9 June 2016 

Facilitate with Confidence (Les Robinson) 15-June-2016 

 

MORE INFORMATION:  

Alison Gleeson |Professional Development Series Coordinator |P (02) 4978 4023|                                                              
E alisong@huntercouncils.com.au 

 

  

mailto:alisong@huntercouncils.com.au
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10 FEE FOR SERVICE PROJECTS 

Introduction  

The Environment Division now offers on a limited basis, the opportunity for member councils and 
other agency partners to engage its services on a “Fee for Service” basis. Utilising staff not currently 
fully engaged on HCCREMS grant projects, as well as specialist consulting partners, this work aims to:   

 Directly assist member Councils and other organisations research, design, manage, deliver 
and evaluate environmental programs and services across a range of areas 

 Generate income to support the retention of skilled team members whilst the availability of 
Commonwealth and State Government grants to implement the broader objectives and 
activities of the HCCREMS program remains limited.  

 

Current Focus  

Raising awareness within member councils and other appropriate organisations of the capacity of 
Environment Division staff to deliver projects and support on a fee for service basis.  

Activities during reporting period 

10.1 Capability Statement 

A detailed Capability Statement has recently been finalised that outlines the services the 
Environment Division and specialist consulting partners can provide.  The services available from the 
Environment Division include:  

 

Strategic Services Ecological Services 

 Local and regional waste planning  

 Climate change adaptation  

 Natural disaster preparedness  

 Urban and corporate sustainability  

 Environmental compliance  

 Community consultation, engagement, 
education and awareness programs  

 Professional facilitation services  

 Professional training and capacity building  

 Policy and strategy development  

 Decision making frameworks and support  

 Vegetation community surveys, mapping 
and monitoring  

 Weed density assessment and mapping  

 Fauna surveys, mapping and monitoring  

 Spatial data analysis, modelling and 
mapping  

 Independent review of Ecological 
Assessments  

 Independent development of REFs (Part 5 
assessments)  

 Development of vegetation management 
plans  

 Development of restoration and 
rehabilitation plans  

 Strategic advice on integrated landscape 
management and protection  

 High quality map production  

http://www.hccrems.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/capability-statement-final-sp-no-photos.pdf
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10.2 National Park Vegetation & Community Mapping 

Due for completion in May 2016, this project for the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service has 
involved undertaking survey and mapping work for the Carrai, Mummel and Nowendoc Gulf 
National Parks and the Carrai and Mummel Gulf State Conservation Areas.  

10.3 eREF Training 

Training on the use of the electronic Review of Environmental Factors (eREF) template was provided 
to the Infrastructure, Construction and Maintenance team of one of our member Councils during 
March 2016. 

 

MORE INFORMATION:  

Bradley Nolan |Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4024|                                                              
E envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au 

Steve Wilson |Deputy Director Environment Division |P (02) 4978 4026|                                                              
E stevew@huntercouncils.com.au 

 

mailto:envirodirector@huntercouncils.com.au
mailto:stevew@huntercouncils.com.au

