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Overview  

This presentation will look at: 

 

Asbestos guidance available    

 

Licensing requirements for asbestos removal 

 

Control framework for management of residential settings 

 

Roles and responsibilities by Government Organisations 

 

Question and Answers  
 



WHERE  ASBEST·OS  MAY  BE  FOUND  IN  A  TYPICAL  HOME  

Bu rie d and du mp ed  waster m ater  a ls 3 

Insu lat ion  for  ho t wa te r tanks 

Eaves a nd  g a b l e  en ds 

Int ern al and external v ent i lla tor s L o o s e  f i l l  ins u lat ion  in  ro of cavity 

S p l a s h  back   
Ridge c a p p ing  

d asbestos - c ement roof  
S heds &  e x terna l  to i let s 

Int ern al walls & 
 
Dog  Ke nne l  

Gu t te rs 

s  

Compressed asb est os 

sheet  cement  f !oo r  ng  

 
'T i lux '  marb le fin ish  wall; panel  

I f lo or  tiles Interna l  s  

  Backi n g  ·of  vi ny'l  sheet  f l oo r ing  a nd  c arp et u n de ray 

W'al l  

sheeting 

Insulat  o n  below wood  heater  
OTHER 

External  

Br ake a nd  clu tch l i n ing s 

II n sulation in  woo d  



SafeWork NSW 4 

Asbestos Guidance 

Work Health & Safety Regulation 2011 

Chapter 8 (110 clauses) 
 

 

Code of Practice: How to Manage and 

control Asbestos in the Workplace 
 

 

Code of Practice: How to Safely 

Remove Asbestos 
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Licensing of asbestos removalists 

Class A 

Friable asbestos 

Friable licenses require a 

certified safety management 

system 
 
 

 

Class B 

Non friable asbestos more than 

10sq/m 
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Control framework for management of asbestos 

in residential settings 
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Legislation  

EPA: Environment and Protection Authority  

EP&A Act: Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  

LGA: Local Government Act 1993  

WHS Act: Work Health and Safety Act 2011  

Planning instruments: State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and 
Complying Development Codes) 2008 SEPP 55 – Remediation of Land  

POEO Act: Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

CLM Act: Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 



SafeWork NSW 8 

Roles and responsibilities by Government 

Organisations 

SafeWork NSW 
• Asbestos site remediation work (excluding mine sites).  

• Illegal supply of asbestos materials.  

• Liaison with Fair Trading NSW and Australian Consumer and Competition Authority 
(ACCC) regarding asbestos product recalls.  

• Liaison with Australian Customs and Border Protection Service on import and export of 
asbestos materials.  

• Asbestos laundering facilities.  

• Asbestos management by a person conducting a business or undertaking at a place of 
work whether for gain or profit (excluding mine sites) under Work Health and Safety 
Act.  

• Asbestos removal by a person conducting a business at a place of work or at domestic 
premises whether for gain or profit under WHS Act.  

• Licensed asbestos removal work under WHS Act.  

• Contaminated land at a workplace not declared under the Contaminated Land 
Management (CLM) Act. 
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Roles and responsibilities cont. 

Environmental and Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Regulates disposal of asbestos under the Protection of the Environment 
Operations (POEO) Act.  

• Regulates transport of asbestos containing material and waste.  

• Regulates transport and tracking of asbestos waste going interstate.  

• Regulates permanent on-site storage where permitted by Planning Consent 
and temporary on-site storage at non-workplaces.  

• Regulates asbestos waste disposal facilities.  

• Regulates declared asbestos contaminated sites under the Contaminated Land 
Management (CLM) Act.  

• Maintain records of landfills and declared asbestos contamination sites. 
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Roles and responsibilities cont. 

Local Council 

• Management of asbestos in residential premises (excluding oversight of 
removal work).  

• Management of the removal from domestic premises of non-licensable 
quantities and work not involving a business or undertaking.  

• Recording of existing asbestos site contamination on section 149 certificates & 
local government asbestos register.  

• Management of illegal dumping and orphaned asbestos waste (excluding 
oversight of removal work).  

• Recovery operations following an emergency situation if site is handed over to 
the Council or local resident by an emergency service organisation (excluding 
oversight of removal/remediation work).  

• Contaminated land not declared under the CLM Act (excluding oversight of 
removal/remediation work). 
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Roles and responsibilities cont. 

Department of Trade & Investment, Regional Infrastructure and 
Services  

• Asbestos management by a person conducting a business or 
undertaking at a mine site whether for gain or profit.  

• Asbestos site remediation work at a mine site or abandoned mine 
site.  
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Roles and responsibilities cont. 

Emergency Services Organisations  

• Responding to emergency incidents where asbestos may be 
present.  

• Determining the extent of asbestos contamination arising from 
the emergency in liaison with Fire and Rescue NSW (HAZMAT).  

• Communicating asbestos contamination information to other 
organisation attending the site.  

• Providing asbestos contamination information to organisation, 
recovery committee, local council or property owner at time of 
handover.  

• Where the combat agency has responded to an incident and 
identified asbestos they would advise local council  
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Q&As 

Q: 

When a home owner removes 10m2 at a time, but might repeat this 
process two or three times over separate days, is that ok?  

A: 

Home owners don’t come under SafeWork NSW Jurisdiction (not a 
workplace); however the calculation should be on “whole job removal”.  
Doesn’t matter whether it is 10m2 or 100m2 if it is not a workplace it is up 
to council to manage. Interagency agreement can be put in place but will 
case by case basis. 

Q: 

Should it be a total of 10m2, or is it 10m2 at a time? 

A: 

Total of 10m2.  
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Q&As 

Q: 

Is SafeWork NSW or Local Gov the ARA when a home owner engages 
someone (i.e. contractor) to remove the asbestos from their premise, 
regardless of quantity? 

 

A: 

SafeWork NSW as it becomes a workplace. 
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Q&As 

Q: 

What’s the process when someone finds illegally dumped asbestos on 
their property? Who should they contact (i.e. who is the ARA), and who 
will be responsible for the clean-up and associated costs? 

 

A: 

Council, EPA, SafeWork can be involved. Council to check status of 
asbestos material. Verify to ensure material is being managed in 
accordance with planning, environmental and WHS Legislation. If a licence 
asbestos remover is engaged, it becomes a workplace therefore under 
SafeWork NSW jurisdiction. If the illegal dumper cannot be identified then 
the land  owner becomes the responsible party. Funds can be granted to 
avoid delays. 
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Q&As 

Q: 

If you have an asbestos shed in the backyard, who would be the ARA for 
the removal of the shed?  

A: 

Council if the home owner removes it. SafeWork if they engage a qualified 
remover.  

Q: 

If you find asbestos from a demolished shed mixed in with the soil in your 
backyard when you are digging around, who is the ARA for that?  

A: 

Council unless a qualified remover is engaged to remove it, then its 
SafeWork. 
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Q&As 

Q: 

After a fire, who would the ARA be for the remaining asbestos in the 
building and the asbestos pieces / fibres in the surrounding area?  

A: 

Interagency response. Emergency services in the first instance. If its a 
workplace its SafeWork NSW, however surrounding area e.g. streets, parks 
etc. its Council 

Q: 

What is the process (i.e. who would be the ARA to contact) if someone 
sees unsafe or inappropriate handling of asbestos by, for example, 
someone’s neighbour? 

A: 

Council 
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Q&As  

Q: 

If its builder, or demolition staff? 

A: 

SafeWork NSW 

Q: 

If fill containing asbestos is brought onto a building site, what is the 
process to deal with it?  

A: 

Have it assess by a occupational hygienist and then have it removed 
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Q&As 

Q: 

Who should be contacted as the ARA? 

A: 

SafeWork NSW as it’s a workplace and EPA.  

Q: 

Who is responsible – the person who provided the fill, or the person who 
let it onto their site (or both?) 

A: 

Both, however it will be the responsibility of the Principal Contractor to 
remove it and EPA will chase up with the supplier to investigate where the 
fill came from. 
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Chapter 8 - Asbestos Blueprint Nov 2011  
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Cont. 
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Cont. 
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Further information 

There is also the Model Asbestos Policy on the Local Government NSW 
website. 

  

http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/asbestos-model-policy 

 

Daniel Adler – LGNSW  
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