IS YOUR COUNCIL
DISASTER READY?
Get Ready Checklist
Does your Council:
Make you, and its workforce,
aware of disaster risks?
Train staff to be
“disaster ready”?
Clearly identify disaster
preparedness in the Community
Strategic Plan, Delivery Program
and Operational Plan?
Have a Business Continuity Plan
in place that is regularly tested?
Involve the local community
in response and
recovery planning?
Embed disaster preparedness
across all functions
and services?

“The only thing harder
than planning for a
disaster is explaining
why you didn’t”

Disaster after disaster in NSW has seen local Councils take a lead
role in assisting their local communities to recover from these events.
Improving corporate planning for disaster preparedness across the full
range of functions and services will assist Councils to more confidently
and effectively “weather the storm” when disaster hits, and improve
the success and efficiency of recovery efforts so both Council and the
community can get back to normal as soon as possible. Improving
resilience in this way not only enables Councils and their communities to
better bounce back from disasters, but also makes good financial sense.
Natural disasters directly and significantly impact Councils in a
number of ways:
•

Damage to infrastructure: roads, bridges, buildings, parks,
sporting fields and street trees

•

Diversion of staff from normal work programs to implement local
emergency response and clean up and recovery activities – often
for considerable periods of time

•

Increased staff absenteeism during and after a disaster event

•

Significant additional waste collection and processing

•

Customer and community services staff needing to support
often stressed and exhausted local communities get their lives
back to normality

•

Increased insurance costs and potential liability claims
against council

For every dollar spent prior to an event $7 is saved
in response and restoration.
- The UN Secretary General

Natural disasters such as floods, severe storms,
bushfires and heatwaves, significantly impact
on lives, property and the environment. They
typically require a substantial and coordinated
multi-agency and community commitment to both
response and recovery.
Over the last 10 years, Councils in NSW have
experienced more than 1000 Natural Disaster
Declarations, affecting nearly every Local
Government Area across the State.
Warrumbungle Council estimate the financial
impact of the Wambelong Bushfire of 2013
at $2.68 Million. The 2015 Hunter Storms are
estimated at $1.5 Billion by the Insurance Council
of Australia. Natural disasters tear at the social
fabric of local communities, and substantially
disrupt local economies.

“Get Ready NSW Councils” Initiative
A “Disaster Ready” Council requires a “whole of organisation” approach, involving collaboration between all sections of
Council. Embedding preparedness into Council’s planning and operations through the Integrated Planning and Reporting
Framework is a key step in disaster preparedness becoming part of the core business of Council.
To assist Councils with this task, the Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils, with funding support from the joint State
and Commonwealth Natural Disaster Resilience Program, is delivering the “Get Ready NSW Councils” initiative. During
2017/18 this project will deliver a series of forums throughout NSW and develop a suite of technical guideline resources
which will aim to:
•

Raise awareness in Councils of the opportunities for building organisational and community resilience to natural
disasters – across the range of functions and services they provide

•

Build the capacity and resources available to councils to integrate disaster resilience into their corporate planning
frameworks – using the NSW Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework.

For more information or to get involved in this exciting initiative please contact:
Ian Turnbull, Regional Project Manager – Disaster Resilience
Hunter Councils Environment Division
59 Bonville Avenue (PO Box 3137) THORNTON NSW 2322 | P (02) 4978 4042 | M 0437 117 958
iant@huntercouncils.com.au | www.hccrems.com.au

Project Partners:
Funded under the joint State and Commonwealth
Natural Disaster Resilience Program
Australian Red Cross, Local Government NSW,
NSW Office of Local Government, Hunter Central Coast
Interagency Disaster Resilience Group

